
 
 

 

Welcoming City Task Force Minutes 

Date: August 31st, 2021 from 5:00pm to 6:30pm via MS Teams 

Attendees: Nora Butz, Annie Djotsa, Sandra Hough, Jibril Mohamed, Daniela Pinto, Maureen Sawa, 

Jerome Thomas, Florentien Verhage 

Council Liaisons: Mayor Lisa Helps, Sharmarke Dubow 

City Staff: Abert Galiev, Silvia Mangue Alene, Mandi Sandu 

 

 AGENDA  NOTES  

1. Welcome and Land 

Acknowledgement 

Land acknowledged Mayor Lisa Helps 

2. Opening ritual- Waterfall question.  

3. Welcoming City Strategy and 

Action Plan Review & Discussion; 3 

questions for all 7 key outcomes 

areas outlined in the welcoming 

Standard and used as the 

guidebook for assessing Victoria as 

a welcoming city: 

1. Is anything missing? 

2. Does anything need to be 

adjusted or changed, 

discussed? 

3. Is the proposed timeline 

appropriate for these 

actions? 

 

 

Seven Keys Outcomes 

1. Government Leadership 

Nothing to discuss or to change in this category. 

2. Equitable Access 

Add on point 2.2 “access to legal services” 

3. Civic Engagement 

Nothing to discuss or to change in this category 

4. Connected Communities 

Nothing to discuss or to change in this category except 

to revisit 4.4 targeted timeline in the future. 

5. Education 

Point 5.2 review targeted timeline to be less 

6. Economic Development 

Point 6.2 needs more clarification on the LIFE program 

and who is benefiting from it. 



Point 6.3 to also include undocumented people to 

have access to healthcare. 

7. Safe Communities 

Point 7.1 to change into a more active voice, for 

example: Police to organize meetings with diverse 

cultural groups and to inform them how the police 

should behave when interacting with people.  

 

 

3. Next Steps • To arrange a meeting in two weeks from now to 

talk about the Task Force participation in the 

Canadian Urban Institute Summit 

• Task Force members to send feedback to 

consultants for the strategic plan 

4.  Closing remarks • Florentien asked if the Task Force members know 

of any places, rental spaces where some of the 

refugees can stay. 

• On the Afghan refugees:  most of them will be 

going to Ontario as there are more Afghan 

communities there. However, Victoria will be 

receiving refugees from other countries. 

 

 

 


